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(54) Kebab preparation 

(57) An apparatus for use in preparing and cooking 
kebabs comprises four side walk 3, 5. 7. 9 which are 
firmly interconnected 1o define a tube member and into 
when c first end wafl 29 is sfidably received to further 
reWcxe the shape formtd by the side waKs and 
who;*e er.d position is determined by engagement whh 
lips 33 projecting inwardly from the side wa!ls 3, 5, 7, 9. 

Said side walls are appertured longitudinally for 
receiving a kni^tp^^ the tube member, . 

whilst a further end wall 31 is a'so sBdabfy received in 
Ihe tttbe member and retained by locating means (39, 
43 Figs. 1, 2): The end walls are apertured to receive ' 
skewers forming the spines tor the kebabs. 

3y making the apparatus from a suitable plastics 
material the kebabs can be cooked in a microwave ^ - - 
The tube member is conveniently rested on its side on 
a dnp tray (45 Fig. 3) for cooking. > 
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FIG.1 



Kebab Preparation 



The present invention relates to the preparation 
and cooking of kebabs and more especially to apparatus 
for use in preparing and/or cooking kebabs, which 
apparatus has particular but not exclusive application 
in the domestic field and for use in, microwave cookery. 

Apparatus is known in the catering trade for 
preparing kebabs. It comprises a food chamber defined 
by four side walls which are slotted so that a knife 
can be run through food in the well in planes at 90 
degrees to one another to form desired cubes of food on 
skewers first inserted through the food and located in 
appertures of end plates. One end plate Verves as a" - : 
base_on which the side walls are szpported and to which 
they have to be securely fixed using a clamp ''like' catch, 
whilst the other fits into the well on top of the food 
and is held down by a screw type clamping device which 
itself has ""a f rame wMch edges^of -^wo^ : 

opposite side walls. The side walls are hinged together. 
The parts are of metal construction. 

The knovm apparatus has the disadvantage that being 
of metal construction it cannot be used in a microwave, 
yet the clamping means employed dictates that strong — 
materials be used. Nevertheless the means employed to 



secure the side walls to ^he end walls is complex and 
adcls to the expense of construction. 

The present invention aims to provide a more 
economic construction which is readily suited to use in 
a microwave and to the domestic market. 

Accordingly the present invention provides apparatus 
for use in preparing and cooking kebabs comprising a tube 
member and an end wall which is at least substantially 
accommodated within the tube member and with which it is 
co-operable to determine its end position. 

The tube member may be of any convenient section and 
formed in one piece or in parts. In fact we prefer the 
tube member jto be lade up . o£, f our ^ e ^onn^ctable side 
walls, and preferably with right angle corners to define 
a hollow "square section or. rectangular- section depending 
on relative sizes of opposite side: walls ; ~ - - v --'--"~;H 

A particularly convenient and advantageous construction 
results where adjacent side walls have, co-operating: male 
and female coupling parts "such as hooked male parts and 
recesses therefor. More especially we prefer to have one 
pair of opposite side walls with male parts projecting 
from opposite edges thereof ,.and to have one" pair of 
opposite side walls .provided : with reception means'f or tne 
male parts along opposite edges. This' is bonvenien¥*for 
ensuring correct positioning of opposite walls on assembly. 
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Further male/female locating parts can be 
advantageously provided along edges of adjacent walls 
with ssale and female parts being on the same or other 
of said pairs of walls relative to said coupling parts. 
The af oredescribed hooked coupling means works particularly 
well when the materials employed enjoy some resistance. 
This is the case with plastics material and many plastics 
are suitable for microwave use* 

Using plastics is advantageous from,the weight ooint 
of view and by using moulding techniques, components of 
the desired complex shape can be made easily and reliably. 
Tht; walls of the tube member are provided with longitudinal 
slots usually in pairs diametrically opposed or otherwise 
opposite one another -for passage there, through of a knife 
for use in cutting the food. iPhe slots can be in longit- 
udinal reinforcing ribs . ...At, least two pairs 7 of slots 'are 
provided in different planes , usualiy at right angles^to 
one another. 

.- •'- -j • _ ;. .j_ , . ....... ...... 

- In *ne, preferred v embc>diaent^^ 
side walls we envisage , different sizes catering for 
making a' prescribed number of kebabs" by having pairs of 
opposite side walls accommodating a desired number of 
complimentary slots-. ; : For ^a^le • a^inkam ni^ht be 
two slots" in said' .'one £oppo'sit£'pair}.of •w^lV,^n%:^three''- :: - • 
slots in the other opposite pair of Vails - for" making 
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fifteen kebabs. Said one opposite pairs of walls may : 
in the alternative have three slots for 20 kebabs or 
four slots for 25 kebabs. Where a greater number of 
kebabs is required the number of slots may be increased 

5 correspondingly. 

Said end wall according to a preferred construction 
is arranged to be received slidably within the tube 
member and stop means is. provided to determine its end 
position. Said stop means conveniently comprises inwardly 
10 extending lip means on the walls of the tube member against 
which the end wall abuts when pushed into the tube member, 
from its other end. Alternatively the end wall may carry 
lug means engageable with a shoulder and recess. in the 
wall of the' cylindrical member. It • is 'further ..envisaged 
that the side walls. could l 06 ^??;.^^;^.. 

end^l^ 

Using the "aforedescribed interconnectable side walls 

imparts good rigidity to the tube member, whilst having 

the rigidity "even though -;he parts themselves are . made of 
plastic. Moulding the side walls allows reinforcing lips 
to be incorpbrated withlf urther advantages as regards 
rigidity whilst the mini^ r ..^ 

'■' ^ 

to have an opposite end wall which is slidably received 
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within the tube member and which, in use, rests above 
food contained in the member. This end is conveniently 
held in place by location means which in a preferred 
form comprises elongate members extending between 
opposite side walls which are appertured to receive said 
members. Several sets of apertures may be provided at 
different distances from the said end wall for use 
depending on the quantity of food in the chamber. 

Saic end walls are provided with holes for passage 
there through and support of skewers. One hole is provided 
for each kebab which can be made which is of course 
determined by the number of slots in the opposite side 
walls . 

A further advantageous arrangement results with the 
provision of a tray on which the af oredescribed apparatus 
can be placed when cooking. We find : it particularly - - 
convenient to have the skewers : .ho^oirt^dttt^g''cwkiiig '"**" 
as this most suits the proportion of microwaves , thus 
the apparatus is turned on its side and arranged to" be 
located on said tray with engagement legs^ being provided 
for this purpose. More particularly said tray has 
grooving for collecting and channelling' liquid excuded 
during cooking into a collecting trough. 
V By .making, all the aforementioned parts from plastic 
and using wooden skewers there, is provided apparatus; 
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which is .suited to use in a microwave. 

The present invention will now be described further, 
by way of example only, with reference to the accompanying 
drawings; in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of apparatus 
according to the invention; 

Figure 2 is an end view of the apparatus with drip 

tray; 

Figure 3 is a sectional view on line III- III of 
Figure 2; 

Figure 4 is a plan view of the d?ip tray; 

Figures 5 and 6 are respectively and elevation and 
plan view of one side wall; - and — - 

Figures 7 and 8 are respectively an elevation and 
plan view of co-operating side wall. .^A , S". - - ; . 

Referring now to the drawings, there is shown a 
hollow tubular body 1 made up of four wall sections ;3* 
5 * 7* 9 conveniently of plastics, -such as^'l^'^fitli^each- 
wall section coupled to an adjacent wall section along 
mating edges for which purpose two opposite wall sections 
3, 5 have sideways projecting members 11 .with hooked 
ends 12 presenting shoulders 14 parallel tpj the edges of 
the v/olls. : The members 11 fit into" Vo-bperating .recesses 
13 provided on opposite sections 7, 9 with" the shoulders 
cf the hooks engaging faces 16 when pushed hone; said 
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faces being in a parallel plane to said walls 7, 9. 
Further locating lugs 15 of the wall sections 3, 5 are 
spaced along the dges intermediate said hooks for 
co-operation with complimentary openings 17 in the 
5 edges of side wall sections 7, 9. 

The side wall sections have one or more 
longitudinal slots" 21 and in the illustrated example 
four slots in one opposite pair of sides 3, 5 and three 
slots in the other opposite pair of sides 7, 9. This 
10 serves to form 20 kebabs as described hereinafter. 

We prefer to standardise on the sides 3, 5 having 
four slots whilst alternative versions of the other 
sides 7, 9 are available with two, three or four slots 
so making up units for 15, 20 or 25 kebabs. 
1 5 , J 9r so provided are opposite end walls 29, 31 which 

are dimensioned- to* be "received""as "a sliding fit within 

— ■■* - - — — ...=.... 

the wall sections of the 'tube' member. ' As will be seen 
the lower edge of the wall sections each carry a lip 33 

J^'^*yHf*J n ? en A^^*2? abuts in its function 
20 as a base during cutting aW described further hereinafter. 
The end plates have a plurality of through bores 35, 
regularly spaced and of a number corresponding to the 
number ^ of kebabs which "c^rfbc ^aade 'with any particular 

S — — ^^i^^M^k^i^^ of s slots in the 
25 side wail's, thus diff erentTsizes of : end wall are^ provided 
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for the different sizes of tube member. The bores 55 
serve as guides and support for skewers 57 (usually 
wooden for use in microwave), with the bores in the 
opposite ends 29, 51 being in alignment. 

Also illustrated in the wall section 7,9 are 
three pairs of through bores 59, 41 dispaced one above 
the other as illustrated in Figure 5. These receive 
elongate rods 4-5 - which conveniently comprise skewers 
extending between opposite walls and serving to hold the 
end 31 in position. 

A further feature of the invention is a drip tray 
45 being generally dish like with peripheral trough 47 
fed from longitudinal channel 49 into .which, lead 
transverse -cb-mnels -51- .Upstanding leg portions 53 
are dimensioned to serve. as .locating means for the tube 
member when turned on its side — see Figure 5. The 
tray is of plastics material suitable for use in a 

microwave-.--. I r ., ■ 

It is intended that £our wall sections of desired 
configuration be assembled together by interengngement 
of the side couplings and once assembled would normally 
remain .assembled although resilience of the hook means 
could- aliow .dismantling if necessary. As it is the tube 
member is firmly held in shape when the wall sections are 
interconnected. An end wall 29 is then slid into the . 



tube member and pushed into engagement with the lips 33 
to determine its end position. With the end wall 
lowermost serving as a base the food can then be placed 
within the tube member \*hich defines a food well. I.e. 
layers of meat, onions, peppers etc as desired, and 
then the other end 31 slipped into the open end, over 
the meat, and skewers inserted through the holes 39, 4-1 
to pass, outwardly of the end 31 and hold it within the 
tube. 

A metal spike as illustrated at 61 is then inserted 
in turn through each of the bores 35 in the upper end 
plate and pushed down parallel to the side walls to ed.t 
the aligned bore 35 in the bottom end wall. On removal 
of the spike a wooden or plastic skewer is put in its place. 
This is repeated until all the bores are f itted with skewers 
to form the. basis (spine) for . each kebab _ to be formed. 

A knife 'is then inserted' into bne of the slots 21 
in say wall 3 and pushed through the food and into the 
corresponding aligned slot 21 in the opposite wall 5. 
The knife 

29 thus slicing throvtgh the fobd in the food chamber. 
Conveniently, the end wall(s) haveV grooves for receiving 
the knife. The operation is repeated for each of the 
slo %^ side wails ;3 j 5 and then for the slots in the 
side walls 7, : 9 thus' -forming cuts in ..a plane at 90 \ 
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degrees to the first. The food is thereby cubed and 
retained on the skewers. 

The apparatus with raw kebabs therein may now if 
desired be placed in a microwave for complete or 
partial cooking i and this is preferably done by turning 
the apparatus on its side and placing it on the drip 
tray into which juices from the food collect during 
cooking. 

Of course it is not essential to cook using a micro 
v/ave and once the kebabs have been prepared in the 
efficient manner made possible by the present apparatus, 
the end may be removed and the kebabs taken out and 
cooked in any desired conventional manner. 

By making all the parts of the apparatus from a 
material which can be used in a microi*ave, such as PTX 
plastic a particularly convenient construction results. 

By having the wall members rigidly coupleable 
together and providing an end wall serving as a base 
which ' takes its abutment within the tube member provides 
a simple but effective construction. 
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CLAIMS 

1r. Apparatus for use in preparing and/or cooking 
kebabs comprising a tube member and an end wall which 
is at least substantially accommodated within the tube 
member and with which it is co-operable to determine its 
end position • 

2. Apparatus as claimed in claim 1 in which the tube 
member is mace up of four interconnectible side walls. 
3- Apparatus as claimed in claim 1 or 2 in which 
adjacent side ualls have co-operating iftale and female 
parts . 

4. Apparatus as claimed in claim 3 in which at least 

some male parts have hooked ends for co-operating 

i 

engagement in recessed abutments, 

5* Apparatus as claimed in claim. 3 or 4. in which one. 
pair of opposite side walls have said rjale parts projecting 
from opposite edges, and the other pair of opposite side 
walls have reception means for the male parts. 
6* Apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 2 to 5 in 
v/hich opposite walls have corresponding numbers of 
longitudinal slots. 

7- Apparatus as claimed in claim 6 in which two, three or 
four longitudinal slots are provided, withaijacent walls - 
having the same or different number of slots. 
8. Appai atus as claimed in any one of the preceeding 
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claims in which said end wall is received slidably within 
the tube member and stop means is provided to determine 
its end position. 

9. Apparatus as claimed in claim 8 in which the stop 
means comprises a lip extending into the tube member. 

10. Apparatus as claimed in any one of the proceeding 
claims comprising a further end wall which is slidably 
received within the tubular member. 

11 o Apparatus as claimed in claim 10 in which said further 
end wall is held in place by location means. 

12. Apparatus as claimed in claim 11 in which the location 
means comprises one or more elongate rods each receivable 
in aligned apertures in the tubular member and extending 
therebetween to co-operate with said further end wall. 

13. Apparatus as claimed in claim 12 when appendent *to 
claim 2 Or any claim appendent thereon in which several 
pairs of apertures are provided longitudinally spaced in 
one opposite pair of side walls. _ , . 

14. Apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 5 in 
which the tubular member has longitudinal slots for 
receiving a knife and arranged to allow cutting in at least 
two planes. 

15. -Apparatus as claimed in any. one of the preceeding claims 
further comprising a drip tvaj on which the tube member is 
locatable with its longitudinal axis parallel thereto. 
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16. Apparatus as claimed in any one of the preceeding 
claims when made or a microwavable material. 
17- Apparatus constructed and arranged substantially as 
hereinbefore described with reference to and as illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings. 



